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EL SALVADOR

Last modified 28 January 2024

LAW

N/A. 

El Salvador&#8217;s Congress approved a Personal Data Protection Act on Apr. 22, 2021. As part of the process of creation of a 

Law in El Salvador, all Acts approved by Congress are later referred to the President of the Republic for his review/veto/approval. 

In this case, the Act was vetoed and sent back to Congress for review but no further action has been taken in order to review 

the causes for the veto and/or make any amendments for its further approval. 

Hence, data protection regulation in El Salvador remains disseminated in many other Acts that briefly regulate the confidentiality 

of a person&#8217;s information but no specific regulation is in place.

DEFINITIONS

Definition of Personal Data

&#8220;Information concerning a natural/moral person who is identified or identifiable.&#8221; 

Definition as contained Personal Data Protection Act on Apr. 22, 2021

Definition of Sensitive Personal Data

&#8220;Personal data that affects the most intimate sphere of its owner and whose misuse may give rise to 

discrimination, seriously affect the right to honour, personal and family privacy and self-image. They are generally those 

that reveal aspects such as creed, religion, ethnic origin, political affiliation or ideologies, union membership, sexual 

preferences, physical and mental health, biometric information, genetics, moral and family situation, and other intimate 

information of a similar nature.&#8221; 

Definition as contained Personal Data Protection Act on Apr. 22, 2021

NATIONAL DATA PROTECTION AUTHORITY

The Personal Data Protection Act on Apr. 22, 2021 created the National Authority for the Protection of Personal Data; however, 

said institution is not in force given that the Act was not finally approved. 
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Some protection of data is handled by the Institution of Access to Public Information but in regards specifically to data of persons 

who have had a direct relationship with the Government, such as current or former public employees, contractors, etc.

REGISTRATION

Registration is not regulated.

DATA PROTECTION OFFICERS

To this date, only Public Offices/Institutions are required to appoint a Public Information Access Officer, but no Data Protection 

Officer regulation is in place.

COLLECTION & PROCESSING

Collecting and Processing is not specifically regulated. However, the E-Commerce Act establishes, in general terms, that all 

information provided by the user of an online store/marketplace must be safely guarded. Similar requirements are established by 

the E-Signature Act, in regards to the information of the owners of an E-Signature.

TRANSFER

Transfer is not specifically regulated. However, disperse regulation generally establishes that the owner of personal information 

must authorise in written the transfer of their data.

SECURITY

Security is not specifically regulated. However, the E-Commerce Act establishes, in general terms, that all information provided by 

the user of an online store/marketplace must be safely guarded. Similar requirements are established by the E-Signature Act, in 

regards to the information of the owners of an E-Signature.

BREACH NOTIFICATION

Breach notification is not regulated.

ENFORCEMENT

No specific Enforcement Authority has been created. However to the extent of its capabilities and within the legal framework of 

our criminal jurisdiction, the General Attorney&#8217;s Office can prosecute any crime related with the use of personal data as 

regulated in the laws of the matter.

ELECTRONIC MARKETING

Electronic Marketing is not specifically regulated; however, false/misleading advertisement is punishable as stated in El 

Salvador&#8217;s Consumer Protection Act.

ONLINE PRIVACY

No specific regulation is in place regarding online privacy in El Salvador.
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KEY CONTACTS

Central Law

central-law.com

DATA PRIVACY TOOL

You may also be interested in our   to assess your organization's level of data protection maturity.Data Privacy Scorebox
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Disclaimer

DLA Piper is a global law firm operating through various separate and distinct legal entities. Further details of these entities can be 

found at .www.dlapiper.com

This publication is intended as a general overview and discussion of the subjects dealt with, and does not create a lawyer-client 

relationship. It is not intended to be, and should not be used as, a substitute for taking legal advice in any specific situation. DLA 

Piper will accept no responsibility for any actions taken or not taken on the basis of this publication.

This may qualify as 'Lawyer Advertising' requiring notice in some jurisdictions. Prior results do not guarantee a similar outcome.

Copyright © 2022 DLA Piper. All rights reserved.
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